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tumour is quite solid ; there is a good deal of oedema; tumour feels hot; it is 
evident that decomposition of blood has taken place in the tumour, which will 
suppurate and discharge itself through an opening in the ham ; pulse 120. App. 
cataplasma simplex. 11 th. Patient had a good night; slept pretty well; limb 
feels easier since the poultice was applied. 12th. Patient did not rest so well 
last night; feels the limb more uneasy and painful; there is a blush of redness 
along the inner surface, with considerable oedema and fluctuation ; an opening 
was made at the posterior inferior part of the tumour, when a quantity of decom¬ 
posed blood having a fetid smell escaped; another opening was then made where 
he complained of most pain; a quantity of dark-coloured discharge was evacu¬ 
ated, mixed with grumous blood; felt much easier after the evacuation of the 
matter, about twenty ounces in quantity ; a tent was introduced into each 
opening: R. Sulph. quin. gr. i, ad iq, v; aquae 3 viii. Ft. mist, sumat Ji, ter 
quotedie ; cont. haust. anodyne tinct. alia. 

1 'Sth. This morning, an opening was made on the external side, a little below 
the knee; about eight or nine ounces of sanguineous pus was evacuated, also a 
few ounces passed out through the opening in the ham ; the tumour is smaller; 
tension quito relieved ; appetite is improved since yesterday; diarrhoea stopped. 
R. Sulph. quinia gr. xxiv; pulv.opii.gr. ii. Ft. pil. xii. sumat i. ter quotidie. 

lith. Patient feels much better; the limb is found to be quite flaccid; a free 
discharge has commenced from the opening in the ham ; a quantity of fibrin 
lias come away, haring a laminated appearance; the different layers can be sepa¬ 
rated from each other; discharge continues of the same character ; the opening 
towards the anterior part of the leg continues to discharge freely when pressure 
is made on the tumour. Ylth. Patient going on very well; discharge more 
purulent, but diminished in quantity; limb much reduced in size. 10 th. Pa¬ 
tient continues to improve; some oedema continues in the foot; discharge of 
a more healthy character, less profuse; a small portion of fibrin came away 
to-day; rests better at night, but still requires his anodyne. 20 th. Patient 
complains to-day of pain and soreness of left leg and thigh, which is slightly 
swelled, resembling phlegmasia dolens ; states that he awoke in the night and 
felt the limb cold and painful; glands in groin enlarged and tender; the right 
limb continues to improve. 21 st. Patient did not rest well; complains of pain 
of the left thigh and leg; he appears muclualcprcsscd, and the countenance 
contracted ; right limb improving, discharging freely pus of a more healthy 
character. Sumat haust. efferves. ext. carb. amnion. 4ta quaque hora. R. ling, 
liydrarg. gii; olei eauipli. 3xiv. Ft. liniment, ter quotedie utendum cum 
sinistro. 

22 d. Patient appears rather better to-day; left limb is a good deal swelled, 
but there is less pain; complains of soreness more than pain ; right limb much 
the same as yesterday. Cont. medicamenta. 23d. Patient rather better; less 
swelling in limb, which is nut so sore to the touch ; feels much better; has a 
good appetite, and could sleep if not disturbed; at the dressing last night, a 
portion of clotted blood was discharged mixed with pus ; opening looks healthy. 
25 th. Patient going on well; swelling diminishing in left limb; the opening in 
the ham continues to discharge healthy pus. 28 III. Patient continues to im¬ 
prove ; swelling of loft limb is much less ; there is also less pain and soreness; 
appetite is much improved; the right limb is much diminished in size; open¬ 
ing in the ham closing; discharge less in quantity. From this date, he con¬ 
tinued steadily to improve, and was discharged from hospital on the 0th of 
November, cured, the limb nearly straight, and able to walk well.— Dublin 
Med. Press, June 1, 1853. 

46. Popliteal Aneurism successfully treated by Compression. —-The following 
case was reported to the Fast Keut and Canterbury Medical Society, by II. 
Denne, Esq.: A man, aged 30, tall, rather stout and healthy-looking, was ad¬ 
mitted into tho Kent and Canterbury Hospital with a popliteal aneurism, in 
March, 1852. About seven years previously, the right leg was removed below 
the knee in consequence of a severe injury about the foot, from a railway truck 
passing over it; he recovered well, and had since used a wooden leg. In Oc¬ 
tober. 1851, he visited the Great Exhibition, when he was obliged to walk much 
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and very fast, about four miles in an hour. About a week or ten days after his 
return home, he felt great pain in the under part of the knee, and considered 
it was from a sprain; but upon examination he found a swelling, of the size of 
his linger : since then the swelling had gradually increased. He first felt pul¬ 
sation in the swelling about Christinas; but it has never been so painful as to 
oblige him to rest the limb. 

A tolerably firm elastic swelling occupied the ham projecting posteriorly, 
extending over the inner side of the lower part of the femur, and encroaching 
upon the calf of the leg, so as very much to limit the power of flexing the leg. 
A very forcible and expansive pulsation was perceptible in the entire extent of 
the tumour, but more especially on the inner side. A loud bruit was detected 
by the stethoscope; and, upon interrupting the circulation by pressure upon 
the femoral artery at the groin, the swelling diminished considerably, lhe 
patient complained of pain extending down the calf of the leg to the ankle. 
During the unavoidable delay that occurred, in obtaining the required appara¬ 
tus from London, the tumour increased in its upper and inner portion ; and 
the bruit, which had been more distinct on the inner side, became more audible 
in the centre of the posterior part. The pain which he had experienced upon 
admission diminished very much under the rest and quiet to which he was sub¬ 
jected. The apparatus used was that known as Dr. Carte’s pelvic apparatus 
for compression of the artery at the groin, with the ring-tourniquet for eflecting 
pressure upon the artery below. 

The instruments were applied on April 18, at twelve o’clock. The pulse was 
then ninety-four, and rather weak. The pressure on the artery in the thigh 
was so fixed, as to stop the pulsation completely. The pulse very soon rose to 
108, and became fuller; it however fell to ninety by the evening, and varied 
during the subsequent treatment between eighty and ninety-six. The pain 
from the pressure had become so severe by 2 P. M. that it was necessary to relax 
the tourniquet on the thigh and to apply the pressure upon the groin. It was 
found that the integument was discoloured where the wooden pad ot the instru¬ 
ment had pressed; and shortly after, slight vesication formed on the surface of 
the bruised skin. After this, pads of lint were introduced between the integu¬ 
ment and the compresses of the tourniquets with good effect. The man was 
cheerful and intelligent, and interested himself so much in the plan of treat¬ 
ment, that, during the latter part of it, he was intrusted with the adjustment 
of the pressure, and permitted to relax the screw of one instrument, and to re¬ 
adjust that of the other, whenever the pressure became too painful. lie bore 
the pressure of both instruments for a period varying from four to six hours. 
Although, each time the compresses were screwed down, the pulsation was 
completely checked, yet, shortly afterwards, a feeble thrill, and sometimes a 
fair pulsation could be discerned in the swelling. This -was more particularly 
the case when the compress on the groin only was in operation. In addition 
to the occasional pain from the instruments, the man experienced pain, and 
sometimes numbness, in the foot and ankle. 

On the 19th, he was thirsty and rather feverish, partly from a sleepless night 
and constipated bowels. He was relieved from these symptoms in the course 
of the day, by a free action of the bowels. During the night of the 19th he 
slept comfortably, at intervals, for three and four hours at a time; and fur 
seven hours the pressure was maintained by the ring tourniquet. 

Between 4 and 5 P. M. of the 2lst, about seventy-six hours from the commence¬ 
ment of the treatment, the patient suddenly felt a severe thrilling pain about 
the upper and inner sides of the knee-joint, which lasted nearly half an hour, 
and extended down the leg to the toes ; a sensation of throbbing about the part 
was also experienced. Shortly after this pain had subsided, the screws were 
relaxed, and the swelling was found to be quite free from pulsation, which 
never returned. During the three days of treatment, the tumour was perceived 
to become more consolidated, slight pressure was continued four days longer, 
and then the apparatus was removed and a bandage applied. 

He was made an out-patient on May 18 ; a firm swelling the size of a fist still 
remaining in the ham. During the three months that he continued an out¬ 
patient, the tumour slowly diminished.— Assoc. Med. Joiirn. July 1, 18oo. 



